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PREACH, Ve. 


Galatians VI. 3 


As we hade therefore pportithity, 
let us do good unto all Men, efpe= 
cially to thoſe that are of the houſ- 0 
bold of Path. - © . 


N theſe Words the Aol ne 
to us a peculiar Character of Chriſtianity, 
The Univerſality of Love, Kindneſs, and 

Charity we ought to have for one another. By 

the Jews all other Nations beſides themſelves, 


were accounted Heathens and Infidels; By the 
Greeks 


F ˙ W W aces. ⁊ tt 
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"Greeks and Romans all the reſt of the World 
were thought Barbarians; and under theſe 
Characters were not deem'd worthy, either of 
their Care or Compaſhon. Tis a Goſpel Cha- 
rity alone, can ex tend it ſelf, as far, and wide 


in all its Benefits and Advantages to Men, as 
the Principle of it its ſelf is extended, vix, The 


Unbounded Love of God to Mankind. 

Ihe Segullah, i. e. The peculiar Privileges 
vouchſaf d to the jewiſh Nation, gave them 
ſuch Narrow and Confin'd Notions of them- 
ſelves, that they thought themſelves the only Fa- 


vourites of Heaven: For this the Lord does of. 


ten chide them by his Prophets. Thus Moſes, 
Deut. Ch. 3 2. v. 21. They have moved me to jea- 
loufie with that which is not God : They have pro- 
voled me to anger with their vanities. And 1 
will move them to jealouſis with thoſe which are no 
people, in their Eſteem. I will provoke them to 


anger with a fools Nation 8 They think 


them. 
Thefe narrow Thoughts our Saviour repre · 


hends b y the Parable = the Good Samaritan ;. 
and this ſelfiſh Opinion did ſo far contract 


the Jewiſh Charity, W 5 it led them even to 
the Neglect of that Natural Prety they owe 


{ a fad gap „ 


their a 


"the ow of the Clergy. 


— — 


their Parents, whenever they could make a Præ- 
tence of Corban for it, for which our Saviour 


rebukes them, Mark 7. 11. 


Since therefore tis a Chriſtian Charity 4 of 


which can truly anſwer the Nature and End 
of that Duty, I ſhall upon this Solemn and 
Opportune Occaſion offer, to Toy. Conlide- 
ration 


1. The Univerſal Nature and Du ty of 
Charity. As you have opportunity, do good 
unto all Men. 


11. The Reaſon of the Apoſtle s Reſtriction 


E Bs to an e of the houſhold of 


I. Of his Vaiverfal Nature and Dury of 
Chriſtian Charity, 3 


. Notions are too apt . to confine the 
Univerſal Nature and Duty of Charity P 
the Particular Duties of Alms-giving and R 
lieving the Poor and Diſtreſſed ; Now, thou th 
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the particular Oy of Alms giving, and re- 
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4 A Sermon preach d before 
lieving the Poor and Diſtreſſed, has a ſufficient 
Foundation in the common Principles of Hu. 
manity; For Pity and Compaſſion are Natural 
Affections which will move us upon the Diſcovery 
of any miſerable Object; and therefore is it 
upon that Principle very commendable, - Nay, 
7 though in the common Eſteem of Chriſtian Pra. 
Ciice, it ſeems to have engroſs d to its ſelf the 
whole Notion of Charity; yet is Chriſtian 
Charity in its true nature, a Vertue of much 
larger Extent. For St. Paul tells us, 1 Cor. 13. 
3. Though 1 beſtow all my goods to feed the Poor, 
and have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing, 
There may be therefore a miſtaken Prin- 
ciple to direct our Practice in this Duty: Or, 
there may be falſe Motives to lead us to it; and 
when there are ſo, tis not a Chriſtian Charity. 
A Phariſaical Oſtentation may make us blow a 
Trumpet, to ſpread our ' own Fame amongſt 
Men; and when it does fo, it gives us not Gods 
Reward, but our own ; For when all the Aim 
and Dehgn of the Action is intended only. To be 
ſeen of Men, by this means we gain that Eni, 
and He who has all that he intended, has no rea- 
ſon to expecł more: bits 100d ors gal 
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Again, 
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Again, An over Superſtitious Opinion of the 
Work may be ſufficient to deſtroy the Charity 
of the Action, for our Saviour has taught us 
to believe, that when we have done All we can 
we are ſtill to account our ſelves unprofitable 
Servants. There is nothing we can do, can En- 
gage God to give us the Reward by way of Due; 
but we muſ} acknowledge the Ability of the Per- 
formance to be owing to his Grace, the Reward 
of it to his Bounty. 


And therefore Chriſtian Charity muſt be a 
Principle of more Univerſal and extenſive Influ- 
ence than this or any other ſingle Chriſtian Duty 
can be. It muſt indeed be ſuch a Principle as 
is able to Guide and rightly direct this and all 
other Chriſtian Duties whatſoever, under which 
Notion we are now to conſider it, as it is a 
Principle which has an Univerſal Influence upon 
all our Chriftian Duties, gol 


When the Inquiſitive Lawyer in the Goſpel 
ask d our Saviour Which is the great Commandment ? 
Matt, ch. 22.v. 36. Our Saviour ſaid unto 
Him, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all 
aun, 08 EW, > 


E. Sohn preachd 8 


thy Heart, 755 with all thy Soul, and. with all th thy 
Mind This u the Firſt and great Commandment; 
and the Second is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love tl 
Neighbour at thy ſelf. On theſe two Command. 
ments hang all the Law, and the Prophets. A ſtric 
external Obſervance therefore of all the minute 
Punctilio's of the Law, which this Lawyer boaſt. 
ed of, was not we . in our Saviours account, 
A juſt Obedience to the Commandment, if that 
Obedience was not honeſtly directed by an Uni- 
verſal Principle of Love to God in the firſt place, 
and to our Neighbour in the Second. 


And to ſhew us yet further the Univerſal EX» 
tent of Chriftian Charity, when the ſame Lawyer, 
as it is recorded by St.Luke ch. 10. v.36. ask d our 
Saviour, who ts my Neighbour | Our Saviour An- 
ſwer'd him with the Parable of the Good Sama. 
ritan, to ſhew him, that though the a ang 
Samaritans were {ſuch Nations. 45 bac f deal 
lings with one another, yet. i in pit; 
Ky nap "any Caſes no diſtance, either of Bun- 

try ar Affections, was to hinger Wa we 
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the Sons of the Clergy. 

From hence therefore we may learn what the 
true Foundation of Chriſtian Charity in relati- 
on to our Brother is. It muſt not be built upon 
a rain Oſtentation or deſign of gaining Praiſe 
and Efteem to our ſelves ; nor yet upon a bold 
preſumption of any thing that may be Meritori- 
ous in the Action. It muſt not be confin'd to 
the narrow bounds of Kindred or Acquaintane ; 
but muſt be extended as far and wide, as is the 
product of God Almighty's Love, the Univerſal 
race of Mankind, who becaule they are his Off- 
ſpring, are therefore '6ur Brethren, and by that 
means are by him conſtituted the Objects and 
Proxies of our love. e 


For if we conſider, as St. John tell us, in his 
1 Eb. ch. 4. v. 16. that God is Love, If we 
conſider further that by Love we were Created, 
by greater Love we were Redeem'd, theſe conſi- 
derations ought to be ſufficient to convince us, 
That the Gracious Communication of ſuch a 
Divine Principle muſt or {hould have a great and 
forcible Influence upon our Nature. It ſhould 
excite and ſtir up our endeavour to Imitate 
that great love and kindnels of our Maker in ſome 
JJ 
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proportionable Communications of the like 1 ove 
and Kindneſs to ſuch as may ſtand in need of it 
from us, Tis the End for which that Principle 
was planted in us, tis what our Maker expects from 
us. And therefore when upon the natural Scheme 


they give it us as a Principle. That Man is bom 


a ſociable Creature, That Principle is really no 
more than the conſequential Efficacy of the 
Communication of This divine Love and Good. 
neſs. That's the Inclination unplanted in our 
nature to a mutual good Will, and. to the Exer- 
ciſe of mutual good Oſſices. Thus far even the 
natural Scheme will lead us, and. ſeems to lay a 
Reaſonable and a Solid Foundation for an Uni- 
verſal, and Extenſive Love and Charity. 


But when we conſider the Exalted Love of 
God in the Redemntion of Mankind; an Ad of 
Love as much above our Merit, as it was beyond 
our Expectation, for nothing but the ſame Love 
which finiſh d it, could poſſibly have deſign'd it; 
this will ſtill give us further light and Tn 


Arguments ro wy our Chriſtian Charity upon a 


firm and true Foundation. For if we conſider 
that it was Sin, which made the firſt Breach, not 


only between God and Us, but even among 


Our. 


2 9 Clergy. © 


tainly of that Divine Love, which wrought the 
Reconciliation for Us with God, ought to \ heigh- 


IT, 
no ten and Improye the like Love, and 9 
he among our Selves. 


d. 

ur Can any one deſp iſe the Poor, the Captive, 
r- and the Oppreſs d? b he ders that his 
1c God and Saviour redeem'd him from the greateſt 
2 nadigence, and trueſt Slavery; from the Want 
i. of ſaving Knowledge, and from the heavy Bonds ; 


and Chains of Sin. Can any one hate even an 
Offending Brother, when He confiders that His 
God and Saviour came to Reconcile him to Him- 


greateſ Onences?.  - 5 N 


of Love and Goodneſs, not only to wretched but 
undeſerving Creatures, that he Who will Ack 
upon the Principles of Chriftianity , muſt neceſ- 


and 


ve dur ſelves; For N whence come Wars and 
it Fichtings among yo? ſays St. James; Come they 
ole ot hence, even from Jour Luſts that war in your 
Members ? Ch. 4. 1. The Conſideration cer. 


ſelf, even then, when he was Guilty of tlie 


The. - whole: Afi on es Chriſtianity carries 
| crery where with it, ſuch an Univerſal Appearance 


Fs be led 50 5 all. the Adds of the fame love 
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| and 1 | And he. who acts the contra, 42 
N Whatever he may profeſs, 18 any thing but 

e Chriſtian, He who ſays be Loves God ani 
hates his Brother St. john tells us is a Lyar 1k, 


(6 
ch, 4+ D. 20.7 | | ed ret. : 
eint kene merkte 4 tra mln Gbit ls 5 
5 a the True Foundation of a Chriſtian Charity, It a 
[ is not a ſingle Duty, a narrow or confin'd Prin 95 
| 3 x 
| Hole, but an Unyerſal and Extenſive duty of Wi 3 
R 10N ariſing frotn the Obligations we are] it 
3 12 ible we lye tor” to our great Creator, and} Pri 
; and our Gracious Redeemer, and therefore teachs| of 
| us to love God for his. own fake, to love our Wi a 
Brother for God's Sake. | It is 4 Principle which 1 1 
6 Carries an Univerſal influente through all our 5 
| Chriſtian Performances ; 3 for ſays St. Paul, 1 CM. Nes 
i ch. 1 v. 1, 2,3. ; S $1469: eon 
"6 Though 1 ſpeak, with the Tongues ky Men 
« and of Angels, and have 1 not re, Im . 

« become as ſounding Braſs, or a Tinckling Cym- eon 
« bal. Though J have the Gift of Prophecy, of ; 


&« and underſtand all M yſteries, and all Knowledge, 
and though I have al Faith, ſo that I could 
« remove Mountains and have not Charity, I un 
Nothing. 


— 


greateſt. of... all- 1e Charity. 5, 


the = if the Chrgy. 


« Nothing. Though I beſtow all my Goods to 
« feed the Poor, and though I give my Body to 
be burnt, and have: not Charity, it rp 1 me 


| cc Nothing. 


It 18 therefore ſuch a Fringelt as 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary to the right Guidance and Direction of, 
eren the greateſt Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Spirit ; it is ſuch a Principle as is a neceſſary 
ngredient for the Completion of all our 
Chriſtian Offices and Duties here, and ſuch a 
principle as will attend us, to the Conſummation 


of our Bliſs hereafter; for when Faith and Hope 


are done 77 0 get even then abideth Charity, for the 
From conſidering 

therefore the Nature « of ſuch, an. Univerſal 55 | 

Exalted Vertue, proceed we in the news BH bi to 


conſider, 
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Tequence of Diviſion amoneſt Chriſtians, is and 
always bas been, the Breach of that common 
Charity which ought to ſecure and ſupport the 


fangled Opinion would obtrude upon us as ſuch, 
For the dividing Parties to Vindicate themſelves, 
have deluded to their Party, are of neceſſity obs 


ſomething that is Erroneous or unchriſtian, el 


: biegen which we always find, attends a Separation, 


DDr 
'® 
: 


15 18 very Gblerbable that the oſt fatal con- 


common Faith. That Faith which was once ue. 
liver d to the Saints, not that which every New. 


and ſupport their Credit amongſt thoſe they 
lig'd to charge thoſe they divide from, with 


ther in Opinion or Practiſe, to ſecure themſelves 
againſt the charge of cauſeleſs Separation, and 
therefore where ever the Fault lies, we are ſur: 
to find the Blame abundantly thrown upon 
the Orthodox. 


This is the natural. Reaſon of that Uncharita- 


for being taught to believe, that there is but one 
Communion of Saints, one Holy Catholick 
Church, ſince Diviſion deſtroys Unity, the d. 
viding Party muſt have ſomething to ſay, 1 
deſtroy their Adverſaries Pretenſions to that 

ä Unit) 


"he Som of the Clerzy.. ; W 


K Le pe; 12, 


—— 


— — 


Tar nk wy aſſert their own. This Reaſon i. is 
funded upon! fo plain an Evidence i in the Matter 
of Fact, that we may venture to Appeal to the 
Hiſtory of all the Separations that have been 
made from the Chriſtian Church e its firſt 
Eſtabliſhment, Na. the Truth of ir. Loc 
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11 would be too TE to 15180 th [Digiion 
here; and therefore Tſhall only. obſerve:further; 
that This Uncharitabl eneſs, Which nereflarily 
follows, and flows from the very Nature f 
Separat! ion has occaſionꝰd to the Chiirch of Chrilt; 
whenever. they had a ſufficient Power for it, 
though not always' as bloody, yet as bitter Per- 
ſecutions as ever the Pagans gave it. For thus 
every party ſets up for the one Church, and 
think themſelves obliged to deſtroy the Pretenſions 
of all others; and while they thus endeavour to 
make good their Title to the Houſhold'of Faith, 
become Diſorderly and Diſobedient Servants in 
lit, and loſe the chief Characteriſtick of true 
Diſciples, For by this (ſays our Saviour) ſhall 
all Alen know that Ye are my Diſciples, 75 you * - 
lov; Ons for Another. JT 


* And 


* 
nnn 


And yet eren this Enmity muſt not x daten 

the Univerſality of a Chriſtian Charity. We are 
commanded to Love even theſe Enemies, to doe 
them all the Good we can, and with a Spirit of 
| Meekneſs correct the Fierceneſs and Fury of | 
their Enmity againſt Us. And yet we muſt take | 
care that this Charity do not betray the Cauſe of 
God and of Religion; for we are commanded alſo 


to contend earneſtly for the Faith which was ona 


deliver'd to the Saints, and therefore in this Caſe } 
our Charity muſt not extend its ſelf to ſucha | 
Latitude as may make us Partakers with them 
in any of their Errors. Nor muſt, it lead Us | 
into any guilty Compliance that may injure | 
the Faith we are engaged to Support, even with | 
Contention. 


This ſhews us eh aloe of ſome. 1 i 
in the Exerciſe of our Charity: and therefore | 
if we can but fully apprehend what the Apolile | 
here means by the Houſbold of Faith, we may 
better underſtand the Reaſon of this Keſtriction. | 


In this Epiſtle St. Paul do- 8 wankily reprehend 


the Galatians tor bein deluded by falſe N f 
0 | 


the Sons of the Clergy. 4235 


lo * 1. v. 6, 7, 8,9. „1 marvel ye are 10 ſoon 
remov d away unto another Goſpel, which ls 
not another, ſave that there be ſome which 
« trouble you, and intend to pervert the Goſpel 
« of = bp But though We or an Angel from 
“Heaven, Preach unto you otherwiſe than that 
« which we have Preach'd unto you, let him be 
« Accurſed. ''As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 
« again, if any Man Preach unto You 8 
« than 0 Ve have e let Him be Ac: 


( curled, 
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So that this B Epiſtle was Written upon a Con- 
roverſy which St. Paul had not with the Unbe- 
liering Fews, but with pretended Chriſtians ; for 
they pretended to the Goſpel, though they did 
not Preach it Honeſtly. So that Faith, though 
it have many Significations i in the New Teſta- 
ment, yet throughout this Epiſtle is chiefly taken 
for the Goſpel State, or the Rule or E of 
true Orthodox Chriſtianity, in oppolition to 
the Righteouſneſs; thoſe falſe Teachers ne 
a to from the Law of Works. | 


- Faith e in this ue for n un 
of faith, the 3 State, or Eſtabliſhment of 
"© 2 - --- - _ 
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| Chriſtianity, i: 18 repreſented- both by: our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles, as. a Saciety acting adcordimg to 


whoſe Houſe we ard. And therefore is he ſaid t 


the Laws and Rules preſerib'd them dometimes 
as a Kingdom; and then in Oppoſition to the 
Earthly Rule or Dominion of Temporal Princes, 
it is calld the Kingdom of Heaven ſometimes 
as great Potentate enjoying large Poſſoſſion, 
and employing many ' Servants, in the C Orderl 
and well diſpos'd Management of it, where thoſe 
who- are Diſorderly, and Diſobedient, ſuch a 
{ay, This is the Heir, come let us kill him and 
take Poſſeſſion for our ſelves; when the Lord 
comes are caſt out and deſtroy d as wicked Ser. 
vants, Sometimes as an Houſe, an Houſhold, 
or Houſholder::: thus in the Text. 80 allo Heb 
z. v. 6. Chriſt is as the Son over! his: own Houſe 


have more Glory. than Moſes, inaſmuch as: he who 
hath builded the Houſe, hath moxe | Hanour than ile 
Houſe: _ So alſo in the Parable df the) Talents, 
the Maſter: of the. Houlb: entruſts his $ervants 
with their. ſeveral ſhares! according i to his own 
Diſpoſition, and expects from tlim un Account 
of their eee ; and we find the Logger 
"_ UII? caſt Aus. 115 Hi 1 1181 Wh a 
8A i 97817 1011. . 295 TH 74 | 
N Now BW 
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Now all theſe Rrepreſentations are laid before 
Us, to let us ſee that the Church of Chriſt, or 
State of Chriſtianity, is a Regular and well or- 
der'd Society; where Faith, if it will be ſuch as 
becomes this Society, muſt teach us to Act in 

Conformity to the Rule, Order and Diſcipline 

of the Society. We mult continue nor only in 

the Apoſtles Doctrine, but Fellowſhip too, and 
| thoſe who do not, are not of this Houſhold of 

Faithio 4367 eee 10 ee ONT 361 


This is plainly. the Apoſtles meaning by this 
Form of ſpeech, as may appear ſufficiently from 
what has been beftin 0 erv'd, viz. That this 
Epiſtle was not Written againſt the Unbelieving 
Jews, but againſt ſuch as were really Chriſtians, 
but yet being troubled by ſome, ſuch as did endea-- 
| your to per vert the Goſpel of Chriſt, and therefore 
though they pretended to the Faith, yet were not 


4 * 7 £ ; 1 5 * N 2 . 1 1% 1 + i 
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FE To theſs indeed there is a Charity due, we 
are to with! them well, and do any thing for 
them that may not Encourage them in the Evil 

of their Schiſm, and this ſhews us the Reaſon 


18 Sermon preachd before 
of che Apoſtles Reſtriction, we are to do them 
all the Good we can, but this Charity muſt be 
extended more eſpecially to thoſe who are of the 
Houſhold of Faith. For theſe are truly our 
Fellow Labourers in the Kingdom of Chriſt; 
theſe are Brethren that dwell together in Unity; 
ſuch as keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace, ſuch as know how to Obey thoſe who 
are ſet over them in the Lord. e 


For the Law of Chriſtianity was not deli 
ver'd to the World as the Law of Moſes was, 
Fenc'd and Guarded, and Secur'd by particu- 
lar Rules and Conflitutions exactly calculated M 
for even the minuteſt Punctilio's of its Mini. 
ſtration: Theſe Ceremonial Laws were given MW 
the Jews, as our Saviour tells us, for the hard- 
nels of 'their Harte ee 


% 


But our Saviour having done all that vas re- 
quir'd for the Redemption of faln Man, and 
deliver'd all that was Neceſſary for the Refor- 
mation of Miſtaken or Corrupted Law, whe- 

ther Natural or Poſitive, declares to his Diſci- 
7 ples before his Aſcenſion, that all Power was 
— given him both in Heaven, and in Earth, 2 


19 


.. 


deriv'd that Power upon them, with the Gift 
of the Holy Ghoſt. So that the Subſtantial 
art of Chriſtianity, the Foundation being 
fx'd and laid by our Saviour himſelf, the 
Circumſtantial part of what might be neceſſary 


either for the Decency or Purity of Divine 


Worſhip, was left to the Prudential conſidera- 
| tion of thoſe to whom he had granted a ſuffi- 
cient Power, for the Building, Planting and 
Erecting Churches; and promis'd to be with 
them and their Sueceſſors to the End of the. 
World. Theſe were they who were ſet over 
Us in the Lord, and thoſe whom We were 
commanded to Obey, as being thus ſet over 
Us. | I + * A as. | | 


And the Uſage of this. Authority we find in 
a famous Inſtance of St. Paul, for when he had. 
corrected the - Miſtakes of his Schiſmatical Co- 
rinthians concerning the Celebration of the 
Euchariſt ; He concludes with theſe Words, 
Other things will I ſet in Order when, I come. 


1 Cor, ch. 11. v. 34. Upon which Words 
Beza himſelf gives this Note. Such Things 
© as pertain to Order, as Place, Time, Form 


* of Prayers, and other ſuch like the Apoltle 


« took 
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took Order for in Congregations, according ty 


«ſons. This is what the Catholick Church 
has conſtantly -own'd, and what the Church of 


Church has Power to Decree Rites and Ceremo. 


nies. And therefore only thoſe who Act in 
Obedience to this Authority can properly he 


Govern'd under his Influence. 


have been ever ſince the Apoſtles days, Men 
Guilty of Miſtakes in their Commands. And 
We are allow'd ſuch a Judgment of Diſcretion 


for the Higheſt Authority upon Earth can never 
oblige me to fin againft God Almighty. But 


— — 


the Conſideration of Times, Places and Per- 


England aſſerts in her Twentieth Article. The 


ſaid to be of that Houſhold of Faith Which 
was Inſtituted by our Saviour the great Maſter 
of the Family, Propagated by his direction, and 


"Tis true theſe Governours are now, and 
that are Fallible, lyable to Error, and may be 
in this caſe we have'a good Security allow'd us, 
as will direct us to obey God rather than Man; 
then that Judgment of Diſcretion muſt be 
built upon ſure and certain Grounds, The 
Thing commanded , muſt be Evidently: and 


Manifeſtly finful ; for nothing leſs can excuſe 
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the Diete And therefore in things of 
in indefferent Nature, where only the Honour, 
the Uniformity and Decency of God's Worſhip 
are concern'd ;. though the things themſelves 


may be m . own Nature Indifferent, yet 
when they are once Commanded, the Duty of 
Obedience is not Indifferent. Aud | therefore 
thoſe who upon theſe Accounts divide the- 


Unity of the Church of God, though in the 


Account of ſome Mens Charity, they may in 
a large Sence, be ſaid to be of the Houſhold of 


Faith, yet are they Diſorderly and Diſobedient 
| dervants in it. 


By this then, We may Andetfiand the Reaſon 
| of the Apo files Reſtriction here; ; though there 


18-2 Gare due to all Men, to Men as ſuch, to 
Chriſtians as (Brethren, To miſtaken Uncha- 
| ritable Chriſtians becauſe ſtill Brethren. Vet 
is it more eſpecially Due to: thoſe Members of 
the Houſhold of Faith, who under a due Sence 
of Chriſtian Humility and Obedience, Act in 
Conformity to the Rule and Order and Diſci- 
pline of the Houſhold. Theſe are thoſe who do 
more eſpecially require, our Love and Charity, 5 


or Gare and Compallion for them. 
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And now Men Brethren, and Fathers , 1 
hope I may beg leave to beſpeak, you all as 


ſuch Members of the Houſhold of Faith. True 
Sons, or at leaſt True. Servants of that Family 


and Houthold, which God will own for His; 
We are all the Sons of Clergymen, Men call d 
to a nearer Office and Adminiſtration in the 
Houle of God: And therefore It cannot well 


be ſuppos'd, that Thoſe whoſe Duty it was 
to Inſtruct others, ſhould let their own Fa. 


milies want that knowledge which is neceſſary 


for Them. 


The Occaſion therefore of our preſent Meet- 
ing is not ſo much to conſider Charity in its 


Principle or Speculative Notion, as to Exhort 


one Another to the Uſe and Exerciſe of It. 
As we know *ts founded in the Love of God, 
ſo we know it muſt be exercis'd among our 


elves in all the Acts of Benevolence, Beneß - 


cence, and Brotherly Correption, The laſt 


of theſe, though it carries the hardeſt Appes- 


rance, yet when duly. exercis'd is an uſeful. 


Charity. When One Reproves with Mecknels, W 


the Other hears with Patience; tis apt to- In- 
irt 3 ” cine 
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Ene both to a Mutual 900d will town 


each other, and Engage them both in all 
the good Offices they can perform for one 


Another 


But the more eſp ad at of Charity, 


We ire at preſent anz for, are the Acts 


of Benevolence and Beneficence. We are 
in a more eſpecial manner, Brethren; and 
the Deſign of this Meeting is to cultivate 
that mutual Good Will among us, that may 
make us meet in the Houſe of God as Friends, 
and Unanimouſly concurr in all our Endea- 
vours for the Glory of God and the afliftance 
of our diſtreſſed Brethren. 


It is God Almighty” 8 G to the 
Jews Deut. ch. 1 5. v. 11. Becauſe there ſpall 


always be ſome Poor in the Land, therefore 
I command thee ; ſaying,thou ſhalt open the Hand 
wide to thy Brother, #0 thy Needy , and to thy 
Poor in "708 ren f 


This nta 1 ifferent Bflates, ſome 
| Rich, ſome Poor, was, we ſee the Work of 


Providence even in a Land flowing with 
D 2 Milk 
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no Apology for the Number. of Poor Ob jeds 


we conſider an Expenſive Education, to pre. 


and Charity, and withal the Fo Com: 


Poſſeſſor, it may ſeem more a Wonder, that 


of God. mult be acknowledg d; and. then 


Milk and Hony, therefore we need make 
we meet with in this Society. Eſpecially if 


pare and fit us for the ſacred Employment; 
The Obligations, we lie under, to- the Expe. 
Cations = the World, both for Hoſt pitality 


petences allow'd for the Support of Them, 
which in the beſt are hardly more than Suff, 


cient; but in the Moſt are in no wiſe anſwer 
able far them. T | 


A if. to IV -we 14 WN even theſe 
Emoluments are Perſonal, and die With the 


We ſhould. meet with ſuch a flouriſhing 
Appearance. here, willing, and able, * 
ready to give Relief, than that we find. ſo 
many that may want it. But the Bleſlings 


they may encreaſe upon us, as We are not 
without ſufficient Ground to hope they 
WA} | 
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For when the Royal Bounty of our Great, 
1 Good and Gracious Queen ſhall appear 
in its Effects as Prince- like, Generous, and 
Noble as it is in, its Deſign. When the 
ſhining Example ſhall have ſuch an Influ- 
ence as to Encourage others to the Imita- - 
tion of it; for the Tindnels of our Legiſla« b 
ture has not only enabled her, but has let 
Looſe all our hands, for the like Bounty. 


We may then find a Goodneſs that is 
now Fetter'd..and Confin'd by narrow Cir- 
cumſtances, break out in Glorious Vertues, 
and bring down the Bleflings of Heaven, in 
a ſtill more plentiful manner, upon Our 
Church, Our? Queen, Our Rand and all 
of Us. And therefore let us conclude all 


with that Prayer, which is appointed for- 
the Collect of this Week; 


